
Mission: The mission of Presbyterian Homes & 
Services is to honor God by enriching the lives and 
touching the hearts of older adults. 
 
Vision: To provide more choices and opportunities 
for more older adults to live well. 
 

Values: 
Christian Ministry 
Ready & Engaged People 
Operational Integrity 
Service Excellence 
Stewardship 

THE LODGE LINK 

Timber Hills 
June 2022 

L ast month our team met Larson Building and 

our project manager to review the timeline for 

each space that will be renovated. It was so exciting 

to see what will take place and actually seeing a 

light at the end of the tunnel!   

The workflow is as follows: 

 The Wilderness Lounge was completed in May. 

 The lower level of the Lodge began May 23 and 

will be done mid-June. This includes the Fitness 

Center and both Dining Rooms. 

 The Arbor kitchen will be built from mid-June 

to mid-July. 

 Wellness Suite, Blueberry Deli, Reception area, 

and Salon will be completed July 25—Sept. 2. 

I will be receiving weekly updates of any changes to 

timelines and this communication will be passed 

onto you should it affect spaces that residents use. 

There could be up to 8-10 workers here at any  

given time. Their designated parking areas are the 

alcoves across from our front parking lot and the 

Arbor patio. 

We look forward to a community celebration  

in September. 

Thank you for your support and patience during  

this time. 

Stacy Carlsrud, Campus Administrator 

Sunday, June 19, 2022 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm  

Pan Seared Walleye or Roast Beef 

$15.00  

Please RSVP by Thursday, June 16 

The 20 Year Makeover 
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These Hands 

June Birthdays 
Warren F. 1 

Fanchon T. 2 

Elly S. 4 

Bob K. 5 

Marlene H. 6 

Pat C. 7 

Jan F. 8 

John B. 9 

Lillian G. 10 

T his month we revisit Howard Gustafson’s story from 2021. He would have been 107 

on June 17, 2022 and was the oldest male resident living in a Presbyterian Homes 

community. We said good-bye to Howard on May 5, 2022. It was an honor to know and 

serve him. There is also a wonderful story in the Pioneer Press on May 12.  

https://www.twincities.com/2022/05/12/howard-gustafson-inver-

grove-heights-centenarian-dies-at-106/ 

First published in the Lodge Link, January 2021 

Howard is often reminded that he’s 1 in a million! He grew up in St. Paul with his mom  

and dad and his  brother, Oscar.  

After graduating from St. Paul Central High School, he attended Macalester College. Howard  loved learning 

and took several different classes while at college, two he remembers specifically were physics and geology. 

Soon after college, Howard was drafted to serve in World War II. He went into the Army’s medical branch and 

worked as a technical sergeant. He was proud to share his military picture with us!  After the war, Howard went 

to work for the United States Post Office.  

He met his wife, Norma Jean, at a folk dance class he attended with friends. He fell in love with Norma! 

Howard comments on her beautiful auburn hair and the fact that she was 13 years younger then him. He jokes 

that Norma’s dad asked her, “Why would you want  to marry such an old man?”. Howard said he won, because 

they were married for 54 years. They raised 2 beautiful daughters, Susan and Janice, and lived in South St. Paul.  

Howard recalls wonderful times when his girls were growing up. One of their favorite things to do was travel. 

He loved to record their adventures with pictures. Howard was a talented photographer, (although he never 

knew, until he went back and looked at all the wonderful pictures he took!) and carpenter. He enjoyed building  

furniture of all types and also made frames for his daughter’s art work. Howard  loves music and dancing, he 

also took pride in a very nice yard! 

Howard lived on his own until he was 102 years old. His neighbors were sad to see him go, as he was also a 

helpful hand with yardwork and shoveling snow. When someone has lived as long as he has, you just have to 

ask what the secret is, although with Howard you can guess its his amazing positive attitude, and his love  

of life!  

Howard also attributes his longevity to his wonderful support of family, his 2 daughters, 4 grandchildren, and 3 

great grandchildren. He also has a wonderful circle of friends!  

Howard, you are one in a million!   

Jennie Fick, Resident Services Director  

Commons 

Anthony M. 

Marion S. 

Mary B.  

Terrace 

Theresa P. 

Dale D. 17 

Mary F. 22 

Gayle S. 25 

Dennis D. 26 

Polly J. 26 

Karl K. 30 

Sharon O. 30 

Lois S. 30 
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LODGE LIGHTS  

Pastor’s Corner 

A s a young boy growing up, I often found myself 
watching my father who was the dominant and 

bigger-than-life parent in my world. As a small boy, I 
would always try to do anything and everything I 
could to make my father proud of me. When my 
father disciplined me was that out of love? As 
children we often wonder what our parents’ role mean 
as we try to navigate this thing called life. 

As I grew into adulthood, married and raised a family, 
I tried to be the father my father was to our family. In 
many ways, my wife and daughters tell me I remind 
them very much of my father in looks and action. 
Also it became evident that I would have success and 
failure just like my father. 

As I look toward Father’s Day this year (June 19) I 
am drawn to remember my father and my 
grandfathers who were such and a huge influence in 
my life. 

As I became a child of Jesus Christ, my thoughts 
about my father turned to God my heavenly Father. I 

pondered the same things about God as I did my 
earthly father. Would God ever let me down as at 
times my father would raising his family. 

I learned very quickly that God never changes. We 
change, we have moods, we get frustrated, we 
struggle. Yes, we are human beings. Yet, what joy to 
know that our heavenly Father never struggles but is 
there to walk this life alongside of us.  

Hebrews 13:8 tells us that God is not human, that 
He should lie, not a human being, that He should 
change His mind. Does He speak and then not act? 
Does He promise and not fulfill? Or James 1:17, 
which reads, “Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like  
shifting shadows” 

This Father’s Day remember your father but also 
remember your heavenly Father.  

Pastor Tom 

F or the Presbyterian Homes Foundation, our central calling is to support you and your desire to make a 
difference for your PHS community. Your generous heart helps your neighbors and employees. 

One way that you help is by making annual charitable gifts. To assist you with this, the Foundation produces 
two mail appeals each year, in the spring and fall. Year-end is a traditional time that many people choose to 
express their gratitude through giving to favorite missions. We also know that some find joy in giving in the 
spring months. And some opt to become sustaining donors, enjoying the monthly convenience of consistently 
supporting missions close to their hearts.  

Giving from the heart always makes a difference. You may direct your gifts to: 

• Employee Appreciation– recognize all employees for their service 

• PHS Employee Hardship – help employees who face a financial crisis 

• Employee Education Assistance – scholarships help employees grow in their 
service to residents and families 

• Where the Need is Greatest Fund and Special Projects – enriches programs 
at your community 

• Resident Benevolence – helps your neighbors who face short term financial hardships 

• Spiritual Life – supports spiritual programming at your community 

You are important and you make a difference! The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization eligible to receive tax
-deductible gifts. We’re here and ready to assist you. Please see your community’s Foundation Representative, 
contact us at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-6418 or visit preshomes.org/foundation. Thank you!  

PHS Foundation — How You Help 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Timber Hills 

6307 Burnham Circle 

Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 

651-552-2800 

www.timberhillsphs.org 

Attention postmaster: address correction requested. 

Happy Anniversary Presbyterian Homes & Services! 

S ixty-seven years ago, Margaret Paden, widow of a 
Presbyterian minister, stepped across the 

threshold as the first resident of the new Presbyterian 
Home in Arden Hills, Minnesota. June 15, 1955, 
marked the beginning of a ministry that has grown 
from one community serving 30 people to more than 
60 communities in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa. 
Today, over 26,000 older adults are served under our 
roofs, and through Optage, the home and community 
services. In addition, 15,000 older adults receive 
health services through Genevive, the largest geriatric 
primary care practice in Minnesota, co-owned by 
Presbyterian Homes & Services (PHS). 

We mark this 66th anniversary by remembering our 
founders whose vision set the foundations upon which 
the mission of PHS has been built.  

In 1946, Dr. Irving Adam West, pastor of House of 
Hope Presbyterian Church in St. Paul, MN, urged the 
Presbyterian Church Synod of Minnesota to begin this 
ministry. That same year, the Synod appointed Dr. 
Edwin Kagin, professor of religion at Macalester 
College in St. Paul, Minnesota, to lead a study 
committee to address the needs of older adults, 
particularly retiring ministers, missionaries and their 

spouses. In 1947 the committee recommended and the 
Synod approved establishing a Presbyterian home. Dr. 
Kagin served as its first chair and president of the 
board. Dr. West followed Dr. Kagin as president of 
the board in 1952. During his 32 years on the board, 
The Presbyterian Home broke ground, opened and 
completed six expansions. 

Lillias Joy, a member and Sunday school teacher at 
House of Hope Presbyterian Church, gave 20 acres of 
lakeshore property in 1952, in memory of her brother, 
Charles. The land, which overlooked Lake Johanna in 
Arden Hills, Minnesota, is the site of the first 
Presbyterian Home, now named Johanna Shores.   

What they began has endured through the employees, 
volunteers, donors and collaborative partners who 
have carried PHS forward. We also remember the 
many women and men who, over the years, have 
called a PHS community their home. They and their 
families remind us that our mission continues with 
purpose and meaning.  

As we venture into our 68th year of ministry to older 
adults, we dedicate ourselves, once again, to the PHS 
mission to honor God by enriching the lives and 
touching the hearts of older adults.  


