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WHAT DOES GOD’S GRACE HAVE TO DO WITH GIVING THANKS? 

E 
ntering into the month of the Thanksgiving 

holiday reminds us of the season of harvest; 

of apples and squash, pies and cornucopia, 

the fruits of hard labor and divine blessing.  

Traditionally a time of sharing meals from the days 

of the Puritans in New England, customs of sharing 

the harvest with family and neighbors date back to 

far earlier Biblical roots. In ancient Israel, when 

laborers gathered the harvest of their fields, they 

were told to leave the 

edges of their fields for 

the poor and the 

foreigner to glean 

(Leviticus 23:22). In the 

book of Ruth, around 

1200 B.C., we see 

gracious Boaz care for 

Ruth in this way, sharing 

his harvest with her, 

displaying God’s grace 

through this law that 

provided for the poor. 

When sacrifices were made at the tabernacle a 

thousand years before Christ, one of the five 

offerings was called the “fellowship offering,”  in 

which members of the community could bring a lamb 

or goat that they freely offered as an act of worship 

and thanksgiving for God’s blessings to them. The 

offering then served as a communal meal between 

the Lord and the one who offered it in celebration of 

fellowship between God and his people. God 

demonstrated lavish grace in offering a way to renew 

and restore our relationship with him, while 

displaying his heart to be reconciled with us, which 

he finally did through Christ Jesus, whose 

communion meal we celebrate today. 

So what does giving thanks have to do with grace? In 

the New Testament, the word “thanksgiving” comes 

from the Greek eucharistia, which derives from the 

word charis, the same word from which we get the 

word “grace”. Thanksgiving means to properly 

acknowledge God’s grace as we witness his eternally 

good purposes being 

worked out in our lives 

and world. And as we 

give thanks, God 

actually blesses us in 

turn with good health! 

Did you know that 

gratitude is associated 

with lower rates of 

depression, decreased 

risk of phobias, 

addictions, and 

generalized anxiety 

disorder? It even improves sleep quality and 

decreases stress! 

God invites us to give thanks regularly, for healthier 

lives that honor him. And he calls us to do it together 

with a generous spirit of giving to others, showing 

that we trust God to keep providing for us even as we 

share his gifts with others. Let thanksgiving grace 

your dinner table and your relationships this season, 

in the same measure that God has blessed you with 

his grace. 

                       -Pastor Kyle Otto 
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S omeone with a curious eye driving south from 

Waverly Gardens on Centerville Road might 

notice a gated driveway to the right a mile “on down.” 

This is the entrance to the farm of Marie Harpur and 

her husband, Doug. The property is part of the 

original “North Oaks” purchased by James J. Hill in 

1883. Though used as a summer retreat, the land was 

bought primarily for an experimental farm project by 

Hill to increase farm production along the route of his 

newly completed railroad. Marie is Hill’s great-

granddaughter and she continues his interest in 

agricultural innovation. 

Although the Harpurs call 

their property a farm, it is 

more easily thought of as a 

ranch, for it is home to a 

herd of about 400 red deer. 

The Hill/Harpur interest in 

red deer derives from their 

knowledge of red deer 

domestication in New 

Zealand. In that country, 

red deer are raised on more 

than 20,000 farms, often 

just a few deer per farm to 

provide meat for the 

family. More red deer 

venison is eaten in New 

Zealand than beef. And it’s nutritious meat is both 

higher in protein and lower in fat than beef or even 

chicken.  

How did all this come about in that small island 

nation? A little background is in order. 

Red deer are the deer of Europe and northern Asia, 

and the renowned stag of Sir Walter Scott’s Highlands 

in Scotland. They are foreign to North America and to 

call them a deer in this country is something of a 

misnomer. Our whitetail and mule deer are smaller 

animals of the genus, Odocileus. Red deer are Cervus, 

the genus of our elk or wapiti. Red deer look like a 

smaller, reddish version of our elk and, like elk, male 

red deer develop a huge set of antlers.  

In the 19th century, red deer from England were 

introduced to New Zealand by the recently arrived 

English settlers. New Zealand is a land depauperate of 

large native animal life due primarily to its 

extermination by the original settlers of New Zealand, 

the Maori. The idea of “highland stag” roaming the 

New Zealand mountains was appealing. But in a short 

time this introduction became a disaster. With no 

natural predators the deer were soon over-running the 

country and destroying its 

vegetation. Faced with the 

choice of either exterminating 

them or controlling them by 

means of domestication, New 

Zealand chose the latter. As 

noted above, this 

domestication has become a 

great success. 

In addition to their North Oaks 

farm, the Harpurs own four 

other farms devoted to raising 

red deer. Two of these are in 

New Zealand, two others in 

Canada. On these other farms 

the deer are raised primarily 

for venison. This is not the case at North Oaks. Here 

the principal market at this time is hunt clubs and the 

emphasis is on those huge antlers of the stags. For an 

idea of their size, antlers from a Hungarian stag 

measured four feet across and weighed 32 pounds!  

Thus, our neighboring red deer have been largely bred 

from stock that is smaller in body but larger in antlers 

than average. Though both stags and females (called 

hinds) are sold to the hunt clubs and others for 

breeding stock, the stags are more in demand for 

ready hunting. Hence, the hinds must be culled 
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THE LAND...CONTINUED THE GREATEST JOURNEY 
periodically. So they become a source for local red 

deer venison. Occasionally it shows up on the menus 

of Twin Cities’ restaurants. 

On occasion someone tells me they believe they’ve 

seen an escaped red deer in the neighborhood. I asked 

the manager of the Harpur’s farm, Gary Eagles, if 

escapes occur. He laughed and said, “If one had, you 

wouldn’t be talking to me—someone else would be in 

my job.” The importance of containing the deer comes 

largely from the concern of conservationists that 

escaped red deer might interbreed with our native 

wapiti. In consequence some western states with 

significant elk populations have imposed restrictions 

on any form of red deer breeding. The hunt clubs the 

Harpurs sell to are not in the plain’s states. 

Meanwhile, I think it’s safe to conclude that some of 

our local whitetail deer are projecting a reddish hue, at 

least to some observers. 

 

   -Skip Mott 

RECYCLE FOR  
SIGHT AND HEARING 

D id you know that your friendly 

neighborhood Lion’s Club collects 

used eyeglasses and hearing aides to help 

those in need, who may be unable to 

afford them?  

Our local Lion’s have a collection box in 

the library on the counter for your 

donations. 
 

Thank you for recycling! 

A fter receiving shoebox gifts, many children 

are invited back to participate in our 

discipleship program, “The Greatest Journey.” 

Through this 12-lesson course, which includes 

Bible stories and Scripture memorization, they 

learn how to follow Christ in their daily lives as 

they share Him with friends and family. More 

than 14.9 million children have enrolled in this 

program since 2009.  

After completing The Greatest Journey, children 

attend a graduation celebration and receive a 

certificate. 

 Most importantly, they are given a Bible that 

includes the New Testament and selected Old 

Testament stories along with a dictionary of 

Biblical terms and a map of Bible lands. Complete 

with illustrations, it is often the first copy of 

God’s Word the child, or their family, will own. 

Family and friends who attend the ceremony hear 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Hearing the Good 

News and testimonies during their loved one’s 

graduation reinforces the changes they have seen 

in the students’ lives, and their families often 

come to faith in Christ. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-

christmas-child/evangelism-discipleship-

multiplication/ 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/evangelism-discipleship-multiplication/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/evangelism-discipleship-multiplication/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/evangelism-discipleship-multiplication/


 

 

Presbyterian Homes & Services is a nonprofit 

organization and an equal opportunity 

employer serving older adults through 

community services, housing and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME 

Waverly Gardens 

5919 Centerville Road 

North Oaks, MN 55127  

651-765-4000 

www.waverlygardensphs.org 

Presbyterian Homes Foundation: Caring Through Giving 

G enerosity knows no season but November and 
December are historically the months that we are 

most likely to give to favorite charities. Now is an 
ideal time to review your philanthropic goals for this 
year and beyond. Some choose to tie their goals to 
expressing thanks for the blessings in their lives.  

If you are so inclined, please know that your 
charitable support of PHS helps you, your neighbors 
and your community in very real ways. You may 
choose to direct your gift to a priority at the 
community of your choice, such as the Where the 
Need is Greatest Fund, Employee Education 
Assistance Fund, Benevolence Fund or the 
Chaplaincy & Spiritual Life Fund. 

Your charitable gift, together with gifts from other 
residents, employees, family and friends, makes a 
significant difference. These giving reminders may be 
helpful to you as you plan your charitable giving. 

Complete your cash gifts by December 31 to enjoy 
tax savings for 2019. 

Gifts of stock, IRA qualified charitable 
distributions (QCD) and grants from donor 
advised funds are great gifts. They do take time to 
process, so it is best to start your gifting process now. 
The company that you work with generally will not 
share your name with us and we are left to match a 
gift with a donor. Please let us know to watch for a 
gift from you. 

An IRA QCD is a withdrawal from your IRA that is 
sent directly to a charity. Using a QCD will also 
satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD). 
For most, gifting a QCD will lower your tax liability. 
Ask your advisors if this would be a good gift option 
for you. 

If you plan to gift stock, an IRA QCD or a grant 
from a donor advised fund, please contact the 
Presbyterian Homes Foundation (numbers below) so 
that we can help track your gift and attribute it to you. 

For assistance with your year-end giving, please 
contact Janene Connelly at 651-631-6408 or Jill Kane 
at 651-631-6418 or Camille Schafer at 651-631-6105. 
Blessings and thanks to you! 


