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T 
hirty-two WWII veterans who live in 16 Presbyterian 

Homes & Services (PHS) communities were all smiles 

and ‘thumbs up’ as they took off on “Dream Flights” in 

one of 6 Boeing Stearman biplanes, once used to train 

WWII aviators. 

They were participating in Operation September Freedom, a 

national effort to honor as many World War II veterans as 

possible with free Dream Flights in restored, open-cockpit 

WWII-era biplanes during the months of August and 

September. 

Friends and families waved American flags and some events 

included color guards, VFW chapters and bands. Tom Reamer, Korean War veteran and Timber Hills resident, 

came in uniform to offer a prayer and a salute in many opening ceremonies. 

The planes were flown by volunteer commercial pilots who assisted each veteran into the open cockpits with 

expertise and grace. Harnessed in, aviator caps on – they took to the skies for the 20-minute flight at 1,000 feet 

in the air. 

After every flight, the veterans were given a commemorative hat, signed by their pilot. Then each veteran 

added their signature to the airplane’s tail. When Operation September Freedom is over, the signed tailpieces of 

all six planes will be displayed in the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum in Washington, DC.  

A last chance to honor WWII veterans 

WWII effectively ended on September 2, 1945. Now 66 years later, of the 16 million Americans who answered 

the call to serve, only about 100,000 are alive today. Darryl Fisher, Founder and President of Dream Flights, 

said, “Operation September Freedom is our last chance to honor our nation’s WWII heroes for the service and 

sacrifice. Wherever WWII veterans are located, we’ll find our way to their nearest airport and create a moment 

of magic they can relive until their last days.” 

 

Thank you to Life Enrichment Director, Nancy Schwartz and, the Life Enrichment teams for making Operation 

September Freedom a mission accomplished!    

 

 

Published in the PHS Perspectives Blog on 9/9/2021. Find more at preshomes.org/resources/blogs 

Operation September Freedom:  

WWII heroes take flight in restored biplanes 

https://dreamflights.org/operation-september-freedom/
https://www.preshomes.org/resources/blogs/2020-07/make-your-mark-two-veterans-meet-in-a-moment-of-h
https://www.preshomes.org/our-communities/timber-hills
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HEALING ARTS AT WOODLAND HILL-MEET THE ARTISTS 

Todd Williams 

A ll my creations are hand turned on a lathe. I use almost entirely woods native to 

North America and harvested from trees downed by storms or development. I 

believe one can achieve exciting colors and distinctive grain patterns using native 

woods, without encouraging harm to tropical rain forests.  

I love making bowls, lidded boxes, and items with tall and delicate finials. I enjoy 

making pieces which are both useful and beautiful, but sometimes I am inspired to pure 

art, like my chalices and giant eggs. Surface embellishment with woodburning or 

carving sometimes grace my pieces with emphasis on organic and natural designs.  

In 2017, 2018 and 2021 my entries in the State Fair won blue ribbons and extra prizes 

for “excellence in craftsmanship.” I have made several turned items on commission for 

customers. My website is trwilliams.com, where many examples of my work can be seen.  

Jeanette Richards 

N ature is my inspiration, the details and texture of life. Sometimes I begin my 

paintings with abandon; other times I begin with a specific idea or goal, setting a 

new challenge for myself.  

Although I have worked with watercolor, gouache and collage, my favorite medium is 

acrylic. I often prepare my surface with paste to provide texture, then follow with 

several transparent color washes. As the painting progresses, it takes on a life of its 

own. Finally, I begin to add opaque colors leaving hints of my washes exposed.  

Painting is like solving a puzzle. Every stroke answers one question, but presents 

another. I love how time is forgotten and I never know the solution until it is suddenly 

before me.  

My hope is for the viewer to share the same spark of emotion I felt, to linger and discover something new for 

themselves, and to simply enjoy my work. 

Healing Arts Discussion Group  

feat. Todd Williams & Jeanette Richards 

Wednesday, October 20th 

10:00AM - 11:00 AM 

Woodland Hill Auditorium  

Come learn about the healing art galleries 

featured at Woodland Hill. 
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Woodland Hill Birthdays 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT WOODLAND HILL 

All events and programs are subject to 

change. To keep up to date, view 

Channel 992 on your TV or in the 

lobby. 

Lucille Anderson    Oct. 1 

 

Jim Spainhour    Oct. 2 

 

Elizabeth Dixon    Oct. 6 

 

Glores Donajkowski  Oct. 10 

 

Donna Ray    Oct. 24 

 

Gary Rohde    Oct. 24 

 

Melba Spainhour   Oct. 24 

 

Larry Martin    Oct. 27 

Happy Birthday to all  

with October Birthdays!  

If we missed yours, we 

apologize. Please let us know 

if you would like to be listed in 

the newsletter. 

October Special Events 

The Eclectics  

Bluegrass Concert 

Thursday, October 7th from 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Auditorium  

Lori Ronchak  

Hammered Dulcimer and Piano Concert 

Tuesday, October 12th from 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Auditorium  

Rudy Rudesill  

Music Concert 

Thursday, October 21st  from 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Auditorium  



CHAPLAIN’S CHAT 
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I  have been hearing back from you that it has been 

helpful and encouraging to learn again how to 

cover our families together in prayer. We have been 

including a scripture and an example of a short 

prayer, upon which I encourage you to expand. 

We are always parents, aren’t we? Our roles may 

change, but our God never does. Through prayer for 

our adult children, we continue to love and care for 

their needs. 

Let us “stand in the gap” for our families! 

Praying with you, 

A Prayer To Know Jesus 

T here are a million things we can dream of for our children: college careers, job success, resilience 

in difficult times, happy marriages and many grandchildren. But the most important thing our 

children need is Jesus. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

Father, above all things, above comfort and success, I pray my children know You. I beg you to 

quicken their hearts. I ask you to fill their thoughts with a desire to know you completely, follow you 

forever, and deeply love you. The greatest of all blessings as a parent is when my children call you 

Savior. 

A Prayer During Painful Times  

W e are warned that we will have sorrow and suffering on this earth. It could be death or severe 

illness, job loss or relationship problems. But in James 1:1, we are told to count it all joy when 

we have trials and difficulties. Sheltering our adult children from times of trouble would be 

wonderful, but it is not within our power. We can pray that God will uphold our children and 

strengthen them in difficult days. 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 

help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 

Father Creator, I know that trouble will come for my children. Strengthen my children and let them 

know your presence as you walk through the waters with them (Isaiah 43:1-3). You, Father God, are 

faithful and will protect my children from evil. You alone give them the strength to endure. Your grace 

is sufficient. 
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CULINARY CORNER 

October Culinary Events 

Old Fashioned Baked Apple with Vanilla Ice Cream $2.00 

Tuesday, October 5th from 11:00 AM until we run out! 
 

Chocolate Malts in the Bistro ~ $2.00 

 Thursday, October 7th, Served from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
 

Sausage Pizza ~ $2.00 slice 

Monday, October 11th from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 

Cheese Curds ~ $2.00 order 

Friday, October 15th from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 

Sliced Caramel Apples - $2.00 

Apple Slices topped with Warm Caramel and Chopped Peanuts 
Served Monday, October 18 from 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 
Independent Living Culinary Talk 

Tuesday, October 19 at 1:00 PM in The Auditorium 
 

Hawaiian Meal October  21st ~ $15.00 

Hawaiian Meal ~ Hawaiian Chicken, Kalua Pork, Grilled Pineapple, Hawaiian Rice and more. 
Plus, your meal will include a Special Tropical Drink. Seating for dinner will be at 5:00 PM. 
The regular menu will not be available this night in the dining room. Dinner will be followed 

by Music with Rudy~ RSVP required by Friday, October 15th. Menu items available for sale 
in the Bistro ala-carte during dinner hours, while supplies last. 

 
Pumpkin Pie 

Pumpkin Pie topped with Whipped Cream and cup of coffee $1.00   
Tuesday, October 26th 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM or until we run out! 

 
Chocolate Day 

Chocolate Dessert Specials ~ Thursday, October 28th 
 

Halloween Lunch Special ~ $6.50 

Pancakes topped with Berries and Whipped Topping, Sausage Links and Muffin  
Friday, October 29th from 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM in the Bistro. 



WOODLAND HILL NEWS 
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Find the Best Gift for You 

F or many people, the end of a calendar year is a time that they consider making gifts to 

favorite charities. If your Presbyterian Homes community is a mission that your feel called 

to support, you may direct your gift in a way that it helps employees or your neighbors at 

your community. Giving to employee hardship, appreciation or education assistance is a 

great way to show your gratitude for employees. Funds for benevolence, greatest needs and 

spiritual life enhance residents’ experiences.  

Every gift is important and makes a difference to employees, you and your neighbors. The 

Foundation is here to help you and offers these tips: 

Cash – you may send a check to Presbyterian Homes Foundation, 2845 Hamline Ave N, 

Roseville, MN 55113. Some donors find it satisfying and easy to be sustaining donors by 

making automatic monthly gifts to benefit their communities. 

Credit Card – PHS provides a secure online giving site on the Presbyterian Homes Foundation 

website. You can find this at www.preshomes.org and click on “Make a Gift.” You may 

notice state and national Giving Days this time of year. The organizations that sponsor these 

days take fees out of donors’ gifts. To ensure that your charitable contributions have the 

impact you desire, it’s always best to give directly to favorite charities. 

Stock – If this is a good option for you, it’s a smart idea to put time on your side for a 2021 gift 

by not waiting until December to begin the stock gift process. Please contact a gift planner at 

your site or the Foundation at 651-631-6408 if you make a stock gift. Looping us in on 

your plans helps us to better steward your gift through the sale process. 

For assistance, please call the Presbyterian Homes Foundation at 651-631-6408 or 651-631-

6418. Thank you for all you do to make your Presbyterian Homes community a welcoming 

home for you, your neighbors and PHS employees. 



WINGS WELLNESS  

Woodland Hill TV Channels 
 

Channel 990 –Front Entry Camera 

Channel 991 –Chapel/Virtual Wellness 

Channel 992 –Woodland Hill News/Updates 
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I n October we celebrate YOU!  Active Aging Week is an annual health-promotion event 

hosted by The International Council on Active Aging. This week is geared toward celebrating 

the aging process, by promoting a healthy lifestyle for older adults. PHS will celebrate Active 

Aging Week October 4-10.  Each day will have a different wellness theme (physical, social, 

intellectual, emotional, vocational, environment and spiritual) with activities and tips to 

promote a healthy, active lifestyle. One of the most important things you can do to lead a 

healthy lifestyle is engage in regular physical activity. 

Benefits of Regular Exercise: 

- Helps maintain independence with daily activities 

- Improves cardiovascular health 

- Helps maintain healthy bones and muscles 

- Reduces fall risk 

- Improves mood and sense of well-being 

 

The recommendation for older adults is to complete 150 minutes of aerobic activity per week, 

and complete strength training focusing on all major muscle groups two times per week.  

Individuals with chronic conditions, or other limiting factors, should be as physically active as 

their body allows. Any movement is better than no movement. 

Fall into Fitness this October. Invite a friend to your favorite fitness class, go for a walk to see 

the fall colors, try a new fitness class and/or make a healthy fall recipe. 

 

CDC Guidelines for Exercise: https://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/basics/older_adults/index.htm 

The International Council on Active Aging: https://www.icaa.cc 

Fall into Fitness 
Active Aging Week and Physical Wellness 



Presbyterian Homes & Services is a 

nonprofit organization and an equal 

opportunity employer serving older 

adults through community services, 

housing, and health care. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. 

ALL FAITHS WELCOME. 

Woodland Hill 

441 Stageline Road 

Hudson, WI 54016 

715-716-5200 

www.woodlandhillphs.org  

Investing in Workforce, Trusting in God 

T he mission of Presbyterian Homes & Services 
(PHS) relies on the good work of over 7,000 

employees. We believe that employees are the most 
important resource in our ministry.  

Daily headlines report how United States employers 
are experiencing a significant shortage of qualified 
workers. Aging services providers have been facing 
such challenges well before COVID and the current 
economic climate.  

PHS continues to take action to meet these challenges, 
moving forward to recruit, retain and develop 
dedicated employees to extend our ministry through 
purposeful work.  

• Starting this month, we are making the most 
significant total compensation increase in our history 
– a $17 million investment towards wages and 
related benefits – with the greatest increases for 
positions where we have the most openings. 

• Our in-house staffing agency works to provide  
relief staffing organization-wide and minimize the 
impact of a tight labor market on services provided. 

• We continue to benefit from our own International 
Nurse Recruitment program, working in the 
Philippines to bring skilled caregivers to PHS. 

• We believe strongly in developing our people and 

promoting from within. We offer career 
development opportunities such as our own 
Leadership Institute, scholarship and nurse loan 
forgiveness programs, and our in-house nursing 
assistant training program. 

• We are committing energy and creativity towards 
our goals, from a dedicated committee of the PHS 
Board to over 100 active workforce initiatives.  

• We invite residents and staff to show appreciation 
through donations to the Shining Star Program, 
Employee Education Assistance Fund, Employee 
Hardship fund and to remember and acknowledge 
the time and talent given by our volunteers. 

The challenge before us is great, but we have faith in 
the God of abundance. Join us in praying that God 
may continue to bless us through the hearts, hands and 
minds of current and future employees who choose to 
work with us. Share your appreciation and support for 
the staff who serve you every day. Encourage people 
you know and believe are good candidates (including 
yourself), to apply for employment with PHS!  

By remaining true to our mission, we trust God to 
increase our capacity to provide the highest quality 
service and care to you, the residents, whose homes 
we are privileged to come into and work every day. 


